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5. Modernity and Tradition Reflected in AT
Markandaya’s A Silence of Desire

Assit. Prof. Ravikumar Dhokade
wl Dept.of B nvh\h Sw mm Vivekanand Mahavidyalaya, Mukramabad, Dist. Nanded.

A Silence of Desire s a tale of suffering that’s a result of the struggle between Sarojint’s
nal taith and her husband Dandekar’s modern concern. The novel also presents India and
society as it was or itis, and as it ought to be. What so ever tragic situation arise in the
i i:(?\;.\ull of British modernism working on Dandekar. India was spiritual. is spiritual and
to be spiritual. Sarojini’s attempt of faith healing through Swamy is criticized as a
ition and Swamy is outcasted but when he goes off, he is wanted aback because spirit-
» is useful in the cases of deadly diseases and for the poor who could not afford modem
 treatment.

In the novel A Silence of Desire Kamala Markandaya has displayed how the man-
1 relationship is regulated by Indian customs, traditions, faith and beliets. The novel also
; the conflict between reality and spirituality, modemism and traditional faith. In the novel.
wacterization of Dandekar is an objective recording. He represents the class of people whe
ome under the influence of science and modem technology and yet, could not completely
u\\mom Indianness. Dandekar is divided self. He is Hamletian character who could not

right decision and always wavers ‘to be or not to be’. He stands for the modern Indian
who lives in Indian traditional society and are under the intluence of Western matenalism.
¢ and technology. He thinks of modemn technology, science and everything modem when it

s to his luxurious life. But, at the same time when he finds it concemed to his wite and
1d. he refuses to accept modernism and advocates Indian tradition and culture.

Markandaya presents a typical Indian concept of home, having a Tusli plant in the

d. a woman worshiping Tusli or always found in-a kitchen in the company of vessels, busy
isehold. Tulst symbolizes a Hindu home. Whenever Markandayva wants to present the

of’ Hindu woman, she associates her with Tulsi plant. In Two Virgins Amma and Aunt

1u. in The Nowhere Man Vasanta are shown worshipping Tulst and 1dols ot gods. lz s the
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lack of education. Modem men. contrary to Indian women, are suspicious about their religion
and equally about science. Sometimes they believe in their myth, culture and tradition and
somenmes they believe in science. There is emerging a class of people who use both science and
religion when 1t concems to himself. The house where Dandekar lives has in the center a fixed
Tulsi plantin the nuddle of the courtyard and it is crammed into bright and decorative brass. The

Tulst plant is worshipped by Dandekar’s wife Sarojini. Dandekar doesn’t pray the Tulsi plant.

| =
|~

tor Dandekar it was merely a plant.

hough Dandekar i1s modemist. he openly never criticizes “the old ways of faith’ only
because he should make use of it when it concems to him. The Tulsi has become a symbol here.
As Indian wives have not been granted freedom to move without their husband’s permission,
they are stable n the four walls, the plant is also immobile. Both the Tulsi plant and Sarojini ar
reated as immobile objects by Dandekar. For Dandekar, Sarojini is ‘superstitious’ and ‘fool’
also for she believes in taith healing. Dandekar knows “faith and reason don’t go together.” (%7)
The relationship between Dandekar and Sarojini has become quiet imbalanced because he is
mtluenced by modemism and science whereas she is traditional and religious. Dandekar
however. doesn’t dare forsake the faith altogether because he knows Indian sodial code, culture
and waditon keep wemen chaste. He has developed a dual standard. He has modemistic
approach when he taces the world but when it concerns 10 his wife he has old Indian concepts
and vision of wite. A wife should remain within the confines ot the house. She should remain
within four walls of the house. So for long time Sarojini pleases Dandekar remamning in the
wuse. But. the moment, she transgressed the limit Dandekar is hurt. It is mobility of Sarojini,

~ 'l

which enrages and hunts Dandekar. Dandekar associates the image of wife with immobile ‘Tulsi®

and kitchen. For Dandekar, and a class of people like Dandekar, a wife's presence in the house is

charactenzad by her movements in the kitchen. Sounds emanating from kitchen show a normai
lite to Dandekar. Itis the absence of sounds from the kitchen, which makes Dandekar realize that

something was mussing. For him, his wife’s movements, the noise of cooking wares were part of
a live house. There are so many husbands in India who have Dandekar type psyche. They don't
tike thetr wives speaking to men fniends, in the absence of their husbands, wives are not allowed
to go oul. They are husband’s subjects. This 1s an impact of male dominate philosophy of
Manusmriti working on Indian minds and may be called a socio-religious folklore. In mamiages

also m the torm of “saptapadi’ wite promises obedience, binding, devotion, faithfulness, chastity,
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Feegaiding the chisiactor af wile, Thandokar s puled by the teaditional idestogies which
poiiite s wide to b silissive, subordinmte aned pen sipnfioant He thinks that wives stold
abways veninin taithiod o their Bashind Indinn women hsve their classical sisters like Sita in
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days Davoree e ovidence of domond ity Hhe long old ideslopy, to keep wives locked in the
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Dandehar The more imtensely he laves satopmi the more frequently e goes Lo the prostitutes, 1

IS dcroutme matter tor him, But he doesn 't reveal it o Saropmn that he poes to prostitutes, In India

sextas not the subyect of open talk, 1 ot the part of syllabus in cducational institute, As 4

result, Indian wives don't know how 1o please thewr hushands, Therefore Dandekar considers sex
and love two ditferent things, He loves s wate and has sex affairs with prostitutes, In some of
her novels, Markandaya has piven references of prostitution. In Nectar in 2 Sieve, Ira does this
busimess. In ‘Two Vieging the hints suggest that Lalitha might have chosen prostitute life, In A
Handful of Rice Ravi teaches his wife Nuling some ol the technigues which he learned from
prostitutes. Ravi learns about sex only when he comes to city, and poes to the prostitutes, In The
Golden Honeycomb a prostitute teaches Rabi how to make it better,
Dandekar, contrary (o her, i modermist, reserved and disloyal husband. Dandekar is
not open hearted and henee there cannot be a balanced relationship between himself and his wife.
On the other hand, Sarojini also doesn't diselose her activities to her hushand, not because she is
domg anything immoral or unethical but simply because her hushand would not permit her to go
ahead with what she considers “faith, It is superstition for him, sccondly because she was afraid
of medical operation When Dandekar finds o photograph in her box, he becomes upset, he
doesn’t tolerate. No Indian husband tolerates such a photograph found in his wife’s purse.
Certainly he misunderstands and begins to suspect loyalty of his wife, The presence of a man’s
photograph with Sarojini shows that she is changing with the time and this change would
threaten the stability of his marricd life, e is so tormented by the thought of Sarojini having a
lover, that he calls her “a thrifty whore and denounces her, shameless affair.” (71) And criticizes
her thinking-

“A sorled woman is no good to any one not even to her children.” (72)

Wives et subordimate treatment by their husbands. Hushands arc their masters. They
don’t frankly express their feelings to their hushand because husband consider them fool,
superstitious, Saropni knows very well that her going to the Swamy would be called a
superstition. She decides better to keep silence. When Dandekar suspects her chastity, she boldly
tells hier husband that “the man whom | worship as God” (72) cannot be degraded as her lover.
Dandcekar later comes 1o know

that 1t was not a lover but her music teacher. Indian, teachers are

worshiped as gods.

Dandekar notices that Sarojini 1s neplecting the Family hite. Again, the gosstpin the office
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rder to make sure that she has relationship with someone he spices on her. Dandekar though he

o be a modernist, is deeply routed in the Indian traditional view of marriage. He is
Lfraid of not loosing his wife but what troubles him most is that he may be called as a “cuckold.”
Hindu marriage is a sacrament. In the married life, duty is more important than personal desires

1

and happiness of the partners. If the husband failed to retain his wife, he may be condemned
calling impotent. Afraid of this thing, his loyalty to the family degenerates into irresponsibility.
He starts visiting prostitutes frequently. He takes leaves from his officer frequently to spy on his
wife. If she is found having illicit relations, she disobeys her duty. It would be her unethical
r¢ Yion and betrayal of trust. He cares that his wife should not betray him but at the same time he
frequently goes to prostitutes. His wife is not allowed to have illicit relations with any other man,
At the same time, he has no such restriction. Women are expected to be Pativrata but so many
men don’t follow Patnivrata. In Markandaya’s novel, except prostitutes, all the Indian women
follow the prescribed code of conduct. They don’t have illicit relations except Kunthi in Nectar
in a Sieve. Theyv are vegetarian. They go to the temples. They worship the Tulsi plants. They
obey their husbands. They are best cook in the kitchen. They don’t enjoy treedom, if they try to
enjoy. they are either blamed or criticized as Sarojini in this novel or as Lalitha in Two Virgins
who herself. forsakes the society.
Dandekar fails to disengage Sarojini from Swamy, he advises her to go to the hospital.
o disease, for him. was normal. But Sarojini has lost her faith in hospitals. She is afraid of
medical intervention because her mother and grand-mother died after surgery. It is partly because
of her fear and partly because of her superstition — she doesn’t believe in hospital treatment. So,
for curing the tumour in her womb she turns to Swamy - Swamy was becoming popular for the
rreatment of diseases. Sarojini is so much under the Swamy's influence, that nothing checks her
from going to him - the heat, her children, 2n7 her husband’s illness. The Swamy has no use of
money. Sarojini however, gives him 2 gcid chain even when the economic condition of the
family is not very good. The Swamy lives a simple life under a tree. To Harrex S. C. the Swamy,

“Symbolizes, as a Jlternztive to modern materialistic way of hfc a traditional set of  values.”

Sarojini has lost her faith in the hospital because her relatives dxcd in. ;hc hosmtal When

Gandekar fails to persuade Sarojini to go the hospital, he decides to m*“p‘bﬁﬁ‘i]ﬁ t Rajam to

Syami Vivekanini Kat rwwalaya

2] ! -l
tud (rah umt'j l-l?i LT‘ “U L"N N"‘u



‘\"i‘ H 1 RN [} ‘l 1] I RIR]] frih
1R |\ tub L4 BT TR ot 86 (e by '«'l‘u‘}lnt'nu;

| ¢ i | e} / 1Ty TR IV y
AN (AR Poadoniny b eabiad i il R ML ”pf'vlﬁi”f A TGt bbrty 21 iR B AL FS .

LRI Fran bkt connies o bnew thak thes Sy i e trifaciilenis Vales, hersell e/giiasy
s Eaxsv T eyl
b o e e e st e Bt e St Vagati iy (iat, Viersr Gty had £iies

et bt bt e e i e paiees Magaiie et hsifife 1o aiggepsd fianididear 1 get caigesd

Wyn iy Rhe Phivers Ut Dok i ot 1 thie pesult of “the cvil eye” fruen her auit St

podw

e abeen st b e e b af dinease aod wis cared by apriest. fhie prest called bhier
dievee e Pl e ot ey netpthbone wh caveted the digmnond nse soped 1 thial shie wiore
(H

(R \|-| ~-«|tt|| 1|l-liillil‘~l i |-HWH‘ li |n; Im,(h;mlt: fly (hifi7 b It e /‘pfr’i!lf‘pf ey 45 iry the

il Py it ||mr-|i|| W

hansdebont s abtenipt b edoeate hin wile fails hecaise Saropm’s aots in the b
ot b retion aee et podonl She does not acceqp alivthiing which goes comeagy e b
Tithe e e o e honsen i tele witl |uinh of “Giad and goddesses, singly and i

e babdearee it ahonwed e holdinge cout i their beavens, of warmnng, or bein;

ety b ol et on the se " (2004 | 201}

fhe porad setiings, the conthict Between spiitaal ity and saodersdy theoigh the et
b St aned Drandelin, the contliet between Tt and sclence representing through Swamy
A e ptal ke the navel interesting

Ao b Helev el

Phavien, L0 C 1977 Uhe Bnghish Tangaige Novels on Todia, 19350970, € slon:
Witters Waorkshop

Vel Maggaret 10 TR0, Kk Murbeandmya, Bew Delbis Acnold Henmann

. Mk baibas o foamadin 1068, A Hilence of Desbee. London: Patiam & Co

. Nt b iy, il 1969 Ve Cotler D, Blow Yok The Solin Day Cospigran o

Sivastava el 190 The Novels of Ioamals Markandaya: A Critical Studs,

Voot G e Thiversfly

T



[ &5% | nlr;uif

AN INTERNATIONAYL MULTIDISCIPLINARY
QUARTERLY RESEARCH JOURNAL

e /f 65 )

y 2
-
e

ISSN 2277 - 5730 " 4 _-{![.«-

AJANEA

Volume - VI

Issue - I \ April - June - ?01‘) o i

o, 1o

St

-

- g o e
:-‘_'-i",‘é’u
B

X g

English / Marathi / Hindi

Peer Reviewed Refereed
and UGC Listed Journal

Journal No. 40776

ar-fasma fgaad
IMPACT FACTOR / INDEXING
2018 - 5.5
www.sjifactor.com

“+ EDITOR «+
Asst. Prof. Vinay Shankarrao Hatole - "

M.Sc (Maths), MB.A. (Mktg.), MB.A (H.R)),
M.Drama (Acung), M.Drama (Prod. & Dir.), M.Ed.

X PUBLISHED BY

@janta Praltashan
Aurangabad. (M.S.) |

Pf‘lNui"AL
.« Swaml Vivekanand Mahavidyalaya
Mukramabad To.Mukhed Oist Manded

PR RIS s e P G Sl e S L e L L A § o b o




OLUNE © VEHLINSUE - 1 CAPRR - Ut AR
AJANTA - ISSN 3339 - £330 IMPAC TIAC TOR - 8.5 (wwwsjifactor-com)

Nl

ON CONTENTS OF ENGLISU

S N 6 it *age No.
NNw, | itle \\ \mhm CagelNg
FDepiotio .wi\ \“\wm;\ wary Sucio- I‘ohu\ .\l Pergpectivesin Shashi 1-6
Pharoars Tndia Shastras A Critical Study
{ *\\.mi\\\l\ arbhari
b w R et P Ay : T els 7-
; | Retlevtionof Partiien in the Post-colonial Indian English Novels i
] . o » g™ - -
| e Candy Man, Clear Light ot'the Day, Ditticult Daughters)
- © -
i Shital P Mendhe
S R it ) 12-21
g Uhe Nowhere Man : A Diaspovic Study
f l Assit, Prof. Ravikumar Dhokade
P rerrrv— T tindian 2229
(‘ | ¢ i l\“h -\.\xoilhxtm\ and Politics in Shashi Tharoor's The Great Indie -
Y | H N
i { Novel:A Critical Study
; Dr Uaibatpure 8. 1.
I B~ : - =i Cn il 30-33
N Causes forOver Dues in Ranking Sector: An Empirical Study Lt
! Dr M. Venkata Subbaiah
-Alnquiry 3440
\ Ervolution from lmage to ldentity of a Muslim Women q X
| D Adman NafisAhmad -
' 7 Uatiaction ot Extractive Products of Fruit Sample of Terminalia Belerica 4146 N
n Hydrochloric Acid, Water and Benzene and Their . > ’
Spectrochemical Analysis
S\ Jadhav _ .
T a track ish Water Sheinmm Farmmno Proteete (3 ity to Develop 47-51
8 Brackish Water Shrimp Farming Projects Opportunity to D
' Rural Entreprencurship in Coastal Area of Palghar Taluka .
<« Dr. Jaywant Kashinath Patil -
| S
\ ot
i o
{ R
b | )
] .
e v
ol ;
SR IAL S
S Py F.R'N\":PAL
} ‘ wami viVeiarand (X .
i Mukramahas = ood dah2vidyativ,
i 1<Mivag TO A hart 1 b L) B
} ‘ . GASR0 L 3:‘5“11“:4
a‘, . e 2
!




[11, ISSUE-11- APRIL - JUNE - 2019
~TOR - 5.5 (mv\\.sjifncior.cnm)

VOLUME -V
277 - 5730 - IMPACT FAC

AJANTA - ISSN 2

3. The Nowhere Man :

A Diasporic Study

Assit. Prof. Ravikumar Dhokade
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arkandaya’s ¥he Nowhere Man, there is a political reason behind Srinivas’s
jvas’s father, was a college teacher. His family was suspected t0 be
¢ was no future for hus son and s

' rjoters. Naray
Before he was sent t0 England, he married the girl of 2

In Kamalé M

uprooted ness. Narayan, Srin

an understood that ther o his son. Narayan was sent

n advocate who was a

to England.
panied him 10

-

neighbour and a rioter against British rule. Vasantha, Srinivas’s wife also accom

-

England. _
Vasantha, in this novel 1is characterized as 2 devoted Hindu wife. She stands firmly for j

Hindu beliefs, tradition and culture. Her husband, Srinivas. also fol
r Vasantha’s death. Mrs. Pick

alien island. There comes. afte
inivas upto his death lives like 2 real

who tries to invade Indianness from Srinivas’s life but Sn

lows his own culture. 1
ering, a divorcee

tradition on this

Hindu.
I this novel, three figures are VEry interesting from diasporic point of view. The firstone 1§

e second her husband Srinivas and the third on their neighbou
e in London. Of the three. two ar¢ Hindus 3

r, Mrs. Fletcher,

is Vasantha, -.th

mother to Fred who lead the riot against black peopl

and one 15 Chnstam

Y asantha. n thls novel, is dian women’s spirit. Living’

a representative character of In

ture and her past. Her and her husband’s names nngs

arth. The earth according 0 " Hindu mythology is
d names of God Vishnu. I the novel till

abroad, she is always attached to her cul

mythological assistance. -Vasantha means the e

ihe wife and God Vishnu.
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Srinivas is one of the thousan

ss grows. They purchase their
S dechges Both remain faithful to one another. Vasantha
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she is alive. Srinivas’s busine own house; they live happily but

after Vasanta dies Srinivas’s busines
he has come from a civilized family. She forces her
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helieves that she has nomadic strain in her. S

husband to purchase 2 house.
ot moving from pﬂlar to post. ‘As
no nomadic strain in us, that for

we were gypsies. It is time we bought 2

“] am tired...
house and settled down. There is ces us to wander although 1t
ontinue lhlS vagabond existence.” '

may w ell manifest in our children if wec
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When Stinivas asks what is vapabond i moving if the need arises, o

no needs Wewill buy a house, We, my family, have for generations been accustomes
a house"™(17-18)

Vasantha's been accustomed to family life. For generations they are accustomed to

tamily hie, For generations they are accustomed to Joint families, for ‘Theirs had been, after all,

an alhance between tamilies with long established links.” (17) Family is a social institution, in

the sense it gives primary lessons to fallow, to respect the social life and it teaches to face social

problems, 1t is an clement of Indian folklore that no Indian individual lives for his or her own

sake only. More to himself / herse

If; they are devoted to their family. Family i’s an institution.

which hand over the clements of folklore to the next generation. And Vasantha, in this novel — “h

“Vasantha was a Hindu, born and bred in a subtle religion whose concepts, being on the -

cosmic seale made no concession to puny mankind; a religion that postulated one God, infinite,

ith a thousand and different aspect but one: God the creator,
union with whom was the

resplendent w preserver, destroyer,
supreme purpose.and bliss. She found herself accosted by practitioners
. WS N - .o . . .

of a religion that appeared, by contrast, to be positively parochial, riddled with good deeds and

. .

childish miracles.” (18-19)

Vasanta is represented in the novel as a devoted Hindu. She is proud to be a Hindu. She

ainst western criticism. Hindu religion is considered always by western
erines as a religion practicing superstition, idol worshipping,

defends her religion ag

and of many gods. She defends her

gion postulates only one God and not gods. Her
God has *a thousand and" different aspects.” His role is of cre

religion considering it§ universalism. Her relj

.W

J’}.Ad{)wf) Y M N {‘. ™

ator, preserver, and destroyer etc. in

the cleventh chapter of Srimad Bliagavad Gita, Lord Kr8ishna reveals his cosmic shape to’ Shri

. - > . b . - =
Anuna where he is presented as all In one and one in all. He is the creator, destroyer, preserver
and every thing. Here, Vasantha seems advocating Vedic religion, which was free from

]
supersution and having. only one God. While she advocates her religion, she also-criticizes
Chnistain religion, which is according to her, ‘pitochial. riddled, with good deeds and childish

12

rmracles’ she calls Christain religion “excellent for ten- ear olds” (P.18) while her relicion is
g 3 . S

thousands years old. Uma Parmeshwaram writes about Vasantha —

“Vasantha does her pura and prayers at home. There probably were no Hindu temples in
England in 19305, Judging by the number of temples, mosques and gurudwaras ( there are six
uwrudwaras in Winnipeg ) a ereat many people tollow their heritage, religion today.” (2000:
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\asantha is happy when she achieves 2 house in London because on this alien island she

has now her own house to live acconding to her religion. She savs -

< <

At last we have achieved something. A place of our own, where we can live according

o . = . i
+o our lights although in alien surroundings an d our children after us, atter then theirs.” (20)
This suggests how :h\ is attached to her lights - wisdom of ner culture. In these lights -

she wants to grow up her chxkren and it will be continued to generations. Rites, rituals, heritage.

ture are handed down by generation 10 ceneration. Woman class plays an important role 1n

. > . o N e - » A
this process. Vasantha is too pleased to share this process. She 1s enthusiastically ready to be

-

mother i law.

Vasantha selected it, basing her requirements with an eye to the future when her sons, at

this point aged thirteen and fourteen, would be grown up and married. Then the loving mother-

in-law would allocate one upper floor of each son and wife. and the ground floor reserved for
themselves...” (19)

V'asantha’s contept of home 1s puml\‘ Indian — a Hindu joint family where the members

of old generation and young generation may live together. Jomt-faxmlv is a quintessence of

traditional Hindu society that is an element of social folldore. The house that she bought has
- three floors. Vasantha dreams — '

“Laxman being the oldest shall, God wilfing, have the whole first floor for him and hlS ..

-

while Sheshu... God wxlhne. he and his shall have the secoud floor. Then the three families can

live harmoniously under one roof mthout problems of \ouno and old, such as are rampant in this

country.” (19) iy . i

Vasantha dreams the marriage of her two sons, their wives as her daughters in law and
their children all living under one roof in a Hindu joiﬂt family. She would be the head of the
mily because in joint family system the eldest get the prominent share of responsibility
Laxman, being the eldest would have naturély the first floor. Sheshu being the younger would
have second floor and the third floor is }eser\'ed for parents. It is the parent’s job to keep watch
n their children. The base floor is the easiest for the said purpose. It is mentioned in the novel
that Srimvas’s patemnal and Vasantha’s maternal families were joint-families. Also it has been
mentioned that Srinivas’s father being eldest, become the head of the family after hi

1s grand
{ather’s death. This joint family is an element of social folklore.

0
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Snnivas and Vasantha, though living in London were not ready to forget of thejy Past,

Onc could not also. Because the clements of folklore deeply rooted in the hearts of the membeys
of the society don’t allow them to accept social change. We tind, in the novel, both ,Sn'nivas and
Vasantha don’t give up their religion and culture, Uma Parmeshwarn here writes —

“Srinivas and Vasantha are fairly typical Indian immigrants, carrying Indian immigrants
carrying Indian habits, dress andsbeliefs to an alien land and living peacefully but without in any
way assimilating the culture of their adopted country.” (2000: 187)

However, to compromise the situation, Srinivas allows decorating his window to Mrs.

Pickering with Christmas tree but this also suggests his universalism which his rfligion taught it

him. They used Ito call thejr house in south Landon ‘Chandraprasad’ e

“They called theijr semi-detached Chandraprasad after the house in India which
Srinivas’s grandfather had built and in which they had also lived.” (20-2 1)
Though they are living in an alien culture, they try their level best to keep their Indian

identity. As it Is observed -

“All groups who come to settle in a strange country have difficulties adjusting to a new -

way of life. Asians in Britain face particularly a cute problem. Strongly attached to their own
religions, languages and customs, they feel that the western culture is a threat to their valves and -
tradition and so they tend to become iso_lated. Ho'sﬁ]ity and :social discrimination from the last
comrﬁunity further prémpt Asians to seek support from their own groups. As they strive to

preserve their culture and identity, is becomes harder for them to ‘assimilate’ — to be accepted as

British.” {1976, Rpt. London: Commission For racial Equality. 1978) -

" We see In The Nowhere Man 'V-asantha and Srinivas are too much attached to their
culture. Abdullah’s protest against British is a cry .against ‘hosfility and racial discrimination
from the host community. And this has caused, among the immigrants ‘a mood of depression as
well as revulsion of feeling against European civilization’ (Trivedi, R.D.1996: 681)

This sense of depression comes in %m"s"‘mind when one lives in an alien culture and
when one feels that his /her culture is superior. We see, Vasantha, in the novel calling her
religion great and Christian religion as ‘parochial’ and ‘ten-years-olds.”

We find, in the novel, the first diasporic generation of Srinivas and Vasaritfm is faiihful.to
their henitage, loyal 1o religion but the next generation of their children is not $0. Vasantha who

ETEW up in a joint Hindu family, coming in London wanted to keep her home Indian in real
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sense. She expects to enjoy her matemal rights as Indian women do, for example to select hn(lt‘ s
tor sons, to nurse the grandsons/granddaughters cte. But Vasantha’s dream of maternal right is
dwindled when her cldest son Laxman becomes engaged to a girl called Pat who works in o
mumtions factory in Plymouth. Srinivas and Vasantha receive a fetter from Laxman — stating his
engagement. Srinivas finds Vasantha distressed. He asks her -

“What would you wishg

“Only to have been able to select.”

Replied Vasantha, and leaned against the bolster he had provided,” Since I would have
selected the best.”

“As this girl may be”, Srinivas ventured to say. (26-27)

The selection of Pat by Laxman may be the best. He loves her; he marries her without -
any consult to her mother. It doesn’t mean that Vasantha dislikes Pat. Yet she is upset, the reason

is postulated by Srinivas-

. Since what was upset was not concerned with Pat, but w1th certain maternal rights
which Vasamha had believed were hers.” (27)
The second attack Vasantha hears when Laxman asks hcr not to come to see his newly |

bomn child because there was only the one spare bedroom and Pat s parents were staying to tide

Pat over.

“What does that matter?” asked Vasantha bewildred. “Is a room essentiéﬂ? ['would have
slept anywhere. In a corridor, or the kitchen. Just to see the baby.” (35)

As a grandmother she wants to see and to nurse her grandson. But this materna] m,ht 18
violated by Pat’s parents and Laxman also falls to recognize his mother s feelings / emotions. .
After her continued pleas to Laxman an invitation is issued, in the summer, six months ahead,
but By then Vasantha had developéd tuberculosis and clearly. could not go anywhere near a
vuinerable infant.” (135) ‘

Her tuberculosis and dcpresséd emotions makes her afflicted and in distressed mood she
was pulled to her motherland. land of great culture where every mother enfranchise maternal”
rights, where every son obey their parents, where no parent is undervalued. This is her nostal 21c
love for her country; which is an element of folklore. It is.her dying request to her husband -

“When | am better ... we must retum to our country. There is no reason, now that India is

free, why we should not. She said painfully, “Is there anything, really, to keep us here any

e o ey ———— R e i e
-NGLIS “ i IH.’! 4"‘-» LEMCL 1’: ‘,u,(,,l ar,j L(w( 1l\f¢J Journul No., 40776 s\\ 4 \

PRI HCIPAL

Swami Vivekana: 1d Mahavidyalay,
[ Uk!amd; ;«u iQ M u\n\.d DS! f\'ﬂ.m

R



—————————————

VOLUMI - SSUL <11 APRIL < JUNE - 2019 _
;{I’j\'r:'t;"A v:"i"s'f\' 2;77 ~5730 < IMPACTT l"A("l'()l{m-j.ﬁ.l_yjnv-g{{g{«_‘l}_n.f-,",ml_ ,

more.” (16)
' - 't son Shey wilr,
Vasantha was emotionally tom out. She lost her younger son Shesho in w I

She was living in on alien culture and then gl Jiad

5ECO1I 5 )

refused hier to franchise her maternal riphts,

12 4
VI et ' Y i, Y '/'(/."3"
developed tubereulosis “Towards the end, however, peace returned to Vasanthia,” e peace wig

' | Vasanth: in hicr breath and bones hag renaine
cternal peace which one could not disturb. Vasantha “who in her breath and bones hag ren e

wholly Indian” died, (39) Uma Parmeshwaran comments on Vasantha -

“Vasantha always wears a sari, 4 nine-yard sa, though most immigrant women seem 1o
be wearing western clothes how a days, judging by the number of fabric and dress stores, a proat
any women posscs a preat many salwar suits; saris arc not as popular as Ihc): once were, el
mne-yard saris are scen only on visitors, Srinivas  wears “tight while trousers and il Mr.'
coat.” (2000 187)

Vasantha remained wholly Indian to her Jast breath, She didn’( adopt even British attire,
She did her Puja regularly, Remesh Srivastava also has his comment on Vasantha -

“She felt she would Jook ‘ridiculous’ wgth her painted face, and in skirt and stockings,
When women in England had their hair bobbed, Vasantha continued to have her long hair in «
bun. And she had £ood reasons too, The lopping off of women'’s hair could be a Britsh
fashion but among traditional Indjan women it was done on] y for “widows which
blessedly she was not.” (1998: 288) : . '

After her death, she js cremated according to Hindy decorum. Srinjvag puts her
sandalwood box, which she had filled with earth from Indiq and brought with her, and her hair-
o1l All bottle half full of Ga}lgcs water’ in the Thames. The carth ghe .bmughr from India l(,)(
London shows her affinity-to her Jand, This is an elemen; of folklore, Srinivas collected her ashes
and put them in the Thames, His feelings when'he was putting Vasantha’s ashes in the ri ver were
like these -

Yetin this moment, he could not'keep fecling with Vasantha, who in her breath and
bones had remained wholly Indian. She wou}f'd' hitve liked her remains committed to the currents
o1 an Indian river, though she had scrupuloznsly refrained from such onerous impositions: ayd -
ROW watching her ashes dnift away downstrean, he Mshcd he could have found some wav (o
avoid consigning them to these alien waters,” (39) ) l

Srimivas, in the novel, is a liberg| character, He considers any part Ot'tiw world he lives on
15 s land. He thins he belongs 1o i1, et he remains Indian thzuilgh'ol.r't his life. At the end of hig
FNGLISH Peer Keviewed Reforeed mmi (G Loted Jourmal N < g7775 e
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lite. i the end of the novel, very lately e reahpzes that b gs the poyhers 1hsh L

“Nowhere, he sand to himself, und he scanned the pale snzinis Eyvh sz s
revarding him for reasons that ight dive Wit ont, i novehere san bouking or irviers Lty
(160)

Behind his uprootedness, there were same political yensans. D this 40

AR |
i

/l;l)“_l‘/;;‘:! } £ 8
the nowhere man but spintually he s i complere cultured Indian, How he ez 1 {rddimpipprst

alive 1s told in the novel,

} | » » &1 vl B
“There were restraints that he exereised oo, He could not bear the sined) of st e

cooked. When she cooked these items, us she did when she could afford 10, e bad Lo 40 8,
’

retreat into the basement, where the smells did not penetrate, although hio wue cirt et 19 ¢4
ostentationsly, Consequently she did not realize the extent of s aversion W flesh, o)l w00

knew he did not eat it,” (5N

After Vasantha died, Srinivas is left only being living at Chandraprasad’, 11, G day,
accidentally meets Mrs, Pickering, a divorcee, whom he invites to share his house, Hhe wores 13
an office, Her eaming is not o great, yet, she sometimes affords to non-yepstatian measls, which

Srinivas dislikes about the companionship of Mis, Pickering and Srinivas, Pekha Jha comments

”

“After Vasantha's death, Srinivas invites Mrs, Pickering to share his horne hut doct not
vield to her non-vegetarianism, His companionship with Mrs, Pickering 1% based on compassion
(1990: 506)

“r )

Mrs. l’icl{c}ing does not know why Srinivas dislikes meat, Here she fails 10 understand
Srinivas. Srinivas s a religious Hindu, Hindu religion has compassion for all anunals, In
Markandaya’s Twoe Virgins, Miss Mendoza, a Christain teacher, holds animals are created for
human beings. In the same novel, Amma, a devoted religious Hinduy c;rilicimfs Muslim for being

tlesh-eaters. No religious Hindu being like Srinivas would like to cat flesh because he has strong
dislike for - v
- u " »
“The trade of killing, the absence trade. So classified since medieval tmes which broughit

means to the table. And the business of feeding, deprivation, the misenes of farm, market, and

slaughterhouse; or persuading themselves that animal flesh did not feel, which was the worgt
horror of all.” (60)

Snnivas follows the prncipal of “live and let live,” (P.60) which is an evsence of Hindu
e e e et sty e .< ISR A— A .
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) ) p s khifak S Custaang, s geds
P b temperatone gt i e gigade ness aleo, he spoaks of Wis castoms, bis g

shehieiowhnehy are the elements of falkloge -
Baandex: Kneeling i not, S enston W prostiide owselves, you kiow. Ye threy
cuneives st Gad' e feet The teet are stone, Whint olse could they be? Onie canno erpect divingty
PO made esh betore one's evex. Whatever you iy believe, Meuides, flesh would never

e
waves The devotional needs of mankind, M Platt, are too destinctive. fven e;‘lmir. e
Fastven Rnow 1 ven Took, vou will see the toes are abldged, In older gods the toenails are
o g to the quieh, A dene by tonch, just tingertips tonching.* (152) .
Uren the stone docsn't last how then Resh can Tast, “Vlesh would never survive’ !imn:ff,_r':
S nfoly ot Gods are tade of stones, This i an attetpt of Seindvas 1o defend his religion, Thesws
crenments ot rehigtons olklote have made a petmanent home in the mind of Srigivas,
W the novel, Abdullaly a tiiend of Stinvas also criticizes British, e cxplaing how
rsh consaiders Mack intedor, how they discriminate
SWelll aee the signs, you beet in o pub lonely? Know who gets served last, never fagl?
Whvs yours tradys Or cotning through customs < you haven't been abroad lately, man, you just da
ot knows 1 don't owirestawants ot notnog, | lear. The way they look you up and down and
rnden up < Well, i looks could Kill vou'd be stone-cold dead and the sheet up over your hairline
Sefore you could count to thee! (75) B ‘ ' . %
\‘c'"m\muw on the mumigrant's situation Vimala Rao in Indian 12 cpatriates writes (
fe can say that the ladian wmgrant's life abroad § is much better suited for comic than
fame portrayal L leaving one’s country for better prospect is hardly a tragic geature.” (A pril.

W7, Sowernaal of ( ‘onemonwealth: Vol \)

Sense of supenonty and materi: |h~.m made’the Brtish ruler but they never, either in Asia

10 Alnca. respected the local elements of lnl\lmv Colour-diserimination 14 o socil folklore of
Brtish soctety. [t doesn't mean all the Brnsh are one and the same. As D Kenny 15 10 Nectar in
€ Meve'and Helen in The Coffer Dams, o humanistie «hmmm 15 presented in The ;'\uw/wn'
Man it the form of Mrs Fletcher who is pood neighbour 1o .uimvam i well a ynml Christan,

Her son Fred apnates against the black people:who invaded Hitish j(rlm. 88 0 result e 9
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cemploved HEe onee et Snanvas i wad

SV ot e it e be Tvang i this conntey's he s, and thiast his Tnce close 1o the

\ \ i X F ’ it |‘.“'
Brow i iman s BReen T poxe Hom s nosiuls Sinivig atepped biv L fstidionaly, Why no

' ’ L ) \ ’ { " Val 5] L nly
Do adhed, Y ou telhimg me yowae Fighish ™ aehed Pred My adophions, Said Srinivis happily
(RESRER IO}

Pread bepan to quatiel wath Somivas and tell on pavement and rolled o the gatter,

et stk vou fucking ape he betlowed, and s his rage bailtup witl foul words he

Channeled b o sl more tetd veaches, vl o constable arved, and shared out his

dizapproval unpartially: between the two men" (105)

.. 8 .0 , W . “ Y i X
e Fleteher was upset for her son's behaviour to sunivis, She thought that “Her name

had been diapped e the muad® = Ted nsed “lilthy lanpuage’, Mis, [fletcher wag o devoted

in the Biblical prineipal of Tlove thy

" (105-100) She

Chirstain, Stintvas was her neiphbour, She belioves
nerphbout® she decided, wQhe was o Christain and would do her Christain duty.”
comes 1o Stnivas o apolopize, she says, :

1 have something to say to youl She said to him straiphtly, raising her eyelids, which
ceemed 1o be weiphted, and seeing the old calm face, which cased her, *Won't you come m?" i
vited. P10 can be said here® she said, tembling, her limby like water weeds somehow
apholding her, “1t needs to be said, beeanse my son had no call to'say what he did. No call at all.
You've been a nieghbour (0 us these miny yeats, Mr. Srinivas, and you've been o pood ._
meghbour, and whatever's bean said you've as much right to be here as any of us there’s tew as
wouldn't be sorry 1f you were tofeel you had to leave because of what our Fred said, And it he

has not the deceney 1o apologize.” Concluded Mrs, Flotcher, her eyes begimning to tlash. “Then

.
.

-

fns mother is pot to doatfor him."” (160)

Mis. Fleteher came to apologize Stinivas because her Christianity inspires her to do so.
She aceepted her son'’s sin as her own and’ apologized. In the novel Stinivas becomes i prey to
Color discnmination. Margaret . Joseph has o comment on biblical clements used by
Markandava on racial stife and Srimvas’s Q«Ilu:llh .

“Ihere 1s a prophecy of racial strife (all oo frequent now), i Mrs. Pickermg s thouehts
of those “who would not be content as Srinivas had been but could be trusted to rarse can -l
cain had not in fact already been raised for cain killed his brother Abel in the Biblical story, and

the phtase “to raise cam” could be anterpreted literally as well as metaphotically. The novel ends
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with thought that lack of love for one’s IUHUWIIICH, luck of faith in the human brotherhoo p
; . TR, [ ' cligious \

core of the problem.” (1980: 75) Metaphorically using such Biblical antd Hindu r :
) \ - : ew. The Nowhere "
clements Markandaya has treated her literature from a folkloristic pomnt of view. The Mowlh N

_ . . , ' g cad this novel <
Man 1s a political novel,as far considered by the critics,but I think onc should read th

'

g 1 f 7 1 c
from folkloristic view also. Better to conclude the chapter on The Nowhere Man with a fin

)

~
remark of Prasad Madhusadan on.the novel. e writes- o
“The message of The Nowhere Man is very significant in view of global violence so :’
fatal to humanity, Markandaya denounces racial animosity and persuasively emphasizes the need :s.
1
tor racial harmony and global brother hood, for racial fanaticism is potent menace to human 4
life.” (1984:Xv111) 7~ 3
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CONCLUSIONS

Biodiversity has a crucial role in
functioning of any type of ecosystem. It provides
various products and services for our life. It
provides food fresh water, fertile soil, pure air
and shelter. Though garden is an artificial
terrestrial ecosystem, it always gives real fell
of nature. Alt the herbs, shrubs and trees gives
ecconomical and medicinal values. Apart from
this, due to photosynthetic activities, we get
food and valuable oxygen.Every garen has its
specific value for sustaining the environment.
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ENVIRONMENT AND HUMARN

HEALTH

Dr. R.B. Madale
Asst.Prof. Geography,
sV. College, Mukramabad, Tq.Mulhed,
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o o

ABSTRACT

The interconnectedness of lift: o0« arth
means that nothing we put into the ecosystern
simply disappears. In other words, what we €0
to the planet, we do to ourselves. Pollutants
reach human through the food we eat, | he water
we drink and the air we breathe and endanger
our health in both immediate and long-lasting
ways. Outdoor air pollution alone is associated
with more than one million deaths and counticss
illness each year across the globe. Children and
the elderly-the most vulnerable members of our
society are especially susceptible to toxins like
mercury and pesticides. cas

Health is believed to be influenced by
both ecological {aggregate) as well as individual
characteristics, yet much large scale socio
logical and geographic research focuses on
either the individual or his environment. Thus,
it has become to make sense to study individual
and environmental determinants in health
simultaneously aiming toanswer to the question
. what is the role of the environment in
explaining the health of individuals? In fact, this
question makes even more sense today when
we are able to see that scientists cannot make
politics to understand what is at stake relating
global warming, for instance, and all the
consequences arising from their actions. We
know that a more sustainable future should rely
in the built environment. ¢/, )
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It odo tion

Pty yeors apo, the World Health
Cranization (WHO) delined health as a state
b complete phvsical, mental and sodial well-
bring andnot merely the abisence of disease or
ity e detinition should serve as a
teminder that cedelining the view of
health and the natural
chvirenment requites many shilts in thinking,
rewellaca willinghess to pursue i diversity of

RIN RIRART hiw

covitenment ol

Alvancesin the field of environmental
health have taoght us el about human health
hasands tor example, ai pollution can cause
respiatony disease, heavy metals ean cause
nevrotondaty, global climate change is likely to
the

sbread of infectious diseases.
Pomestically, the response has been to cean
v the eovionment o laudable poal, said Rafe
Pomerance of Sky hiust Unvitonment health
fstes traditional have been addressed at the
mternational level within the context of such
trues as ozone depletion, climate change, and
blodiversity Countries have tried to address the
sues through the multilateral process, such as

multilateral apreements nrm‘_connnissions,v

bilateral avdistance and co-opetration, private
sectoerinvestment, trade, the work of non-
rovemmental orpanizations, education and
training
Eovitonment and Human Health

the health ol individual human being is
the result of interaction of a large number of
fluences viz: genetic, behavioral and environ
mental The various component of environment
exertinfluences on human health, The state of
health within a country is one of most revealing
dicatorsofits development. Health s still seen
acthe tesponability of the environmment brings
majer health benefits and ihadequate or no
managementresults inlarge adverse effects on
health
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Physical Chemical Raokgic A Socological Psychological
Radiation Poisons Anenal Overcrowding Stress
Vilw ation and toxing  Abergens kolation Annety
Humidity Microbes Neglect Depresson
Nuise ete brtards Adjustment Drscomfort

Environmental pollution is a global
problem and is common in both developed and
developing countries. Developing countries like
India suffers from degradation in quality of life
due to poverty, high increase in population,
inadequate infrastructure and public apathy.
Every year biological and chemical agentsinthe
human environmental (air, water, soil and food)
cause death of millions of people. Little
consideration is given to the improvement of
environmental conditions that contribute jll
health and deaths of many millions peoples.
Population growth, irrational use of tesources
andincreasing generation of wastes creates
unsustainable demand on the environment.
Their adverse health effects are now evident in
many localities and region. .

* The environmental conditions like aft;
water and food are necessary for man’s survival.
Apart from their availability, their quality and
quantity must be assured according to man’s
hatural and acquired capacity for sustenance.
Progress in industrialization has brought
environmental hazards such as air, water, noise
andradiation pollution. These have caused ma ny
health problems and diseases. In the biological
environment viruses, bacteria, worms, insects
and some other organisms constantly work for
their survival and end up as disease causing
parasits, carriers of disease or intermediate
hosts, Since, they surround us, we cannot
possibly escape from them altogether. However,
various measures have been worked out to
prevent measures have been worked out to
prevent discases caused by them. In general,
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1) Fathogentt aprente and Wheir veelors il
peepivols

e most deadly pollatant b water s
antreated homan waste, which is tontinely
eleased i walenways Fhesste pollintant catise
diarthea, typhoid, atnoehiasis, hepatitis A,
pastioentenitis andd Cholera Fachyean, around
four nillion people mostly Chilidren dieont il
diarthea in developing ations antharoted /0
million people are altected by typhoid
Alogether, an cotimated 10 o M million prople
each year die by drinking polluted water /4
million works days are fost ath year doe 1o
watet related diseanes, Inadequate water RNE
to poot hygine andd dead to disease suche ot
tachon, stabies, conductivities, leprosy and
ulcers,

2) Physicaland Bemibcal agents presentin the
envitonment .

(hewe are independent of hanman
Activities and cancimpah heatth either by theds
presence o by their relative deliciency. Latpe
populations are exposed o Prazardous Wattes
from refinerics, power plants, Lanneriet,
chemical and metallurgie alindustiies, hospitals
and other sectors
3) Noxious physical and chemical agents
added to the environment by human
activities, _

About 70 petcent ol world’s population
breathes unhealthy air [he use of leaded petrol
and tralfic conjections in developing nations
create health hazards. Lven puralresidents suller
from indoor pollution and wind bornpollutants,
A pollution cause disease such as cancer,
respitatory, heart and lung distases, penetic
defects and mental retardation,

The psycho-social enviconment 15 0
unique creation ol man himsell, Social and
medical scientists have dearly established
association between psychologl alenvironment
and prevalence of certam diseases Forexample,
It has been shown that lung coneeris ¢ aused by
chemical substances presenting jparette sinoke
but the habit of simoking is often dugty paycho
socal conses
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af pollution, ways 1o present pollution, vz
pollution eflects L, presention anth gl
wartning,
faferencet

1A Medhed), “fplaining pttian rural
vatlotions o hiealth o A ey of interathions
hetween individual and errironinent,’ il
Golence and Medidne, Vol.A2, Ho6, 1996,
P 025 040

7) G0 Ingle, atal, [ nvironmental
atudies, Prostant Publication, filgrasn- 425001

1) Shinde, (edang, b, {rvironmental
Studies, Sheth frublishers fut, L, FAUErbAN,

A)Hawant, Handkumar, at.al, Globall
sation ¢ 1usues and (hallenpes for India,
published by bept. of Geopraphy, it Parvatibal
Chowpnle Collepe, Margaon Goa

5) National conference 0N ‘Goble
warming and climate (hange ¢ hmpact and
approaches 1o initigation, 13" and 14™ tarih,
2000, Orpanized by ftajarshi Shahu College,
Latur-A13512

() Geographical Analysls, of Union of
Geopraphi Information fechnologists (LG,
Department of Geography, Bangalort Unlversity,
Bangalore, India, Vol.2, Novernber- 1, June 2013

/) Peer fteviewed International Resear h
Journal of Geography, Maharashtra Bhugol
shastra Sanshodhan Patrika, rMBP Vol.32, Mo,
Jan-June 2015, ( 4 |
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